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Aylesbury Homeless

Action Group

A word from the CEO

This summer we enjoyed being
out and about in Aylesbury,
meeting many of you at events
such as Aylesbury on Sea and
Parklife. If we crossed paths,
thank you for stopping to talk.
It is always encouraging to hear
how much people in our town
care about tackling homeless-
ness. If we did not meet this
time, I hope we will soon. You
will see an invitation to our an-
nual meeting enclosed with this
newsletter.

I want to start by saying thank
you. The support you give
makes a real difference. We
could not do what we do with-
out you, and I am deeply grate-
ful for the encouragement and
commitment we receive.

At the same time, the need is
growing. We are supporting
more people than ever, and
the pressures continue to in-
crease. Nationally, homeless-
ness does not have the politi-
cal focus it needs.

As of writing, the UK has no
homelessness minister and
has not had one since 7 Au-
gust, when the previous
postholder resigned.

In that time, there has also
been a change in the housing
minister, and the UK-wide
homelessness strategy ap-
pears to be delayed.

Our community cannot afford
to wait.

Summer 2025 Highlights

What a wonderful couple of
months summer 2025 brought
us! The AHAG team has been
out and about, making sure
we connect with as many cor-
ners of the Aylesbury commu-
nity as possible.

We kicked off with Shops on
the Cobbles, then wrapped up
in style with Pride on Stage
and Park Life. Thanks to the
events team at Aylesbury
Town Council for bringing such
vibrant occasions to town and
ensuring so many local chart-
ies received support. And a
special thank you to Aylesbury
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Wombles for their tireless ef-
forts at every event.

Your support for AHAG this year
has been incredible. We're so
grateful for the time you've tak-
en to like and share our social
media posts, t really helps
spread the word about the posi-
tive work continuing despite ris-
ing case numbers.

This summer also brought
change within our team. We've
welcomed back Rhian and Molly
from maternity leave, added
fresh energy with a couple of
new volunteers, said a heartfelt
farewell to one of our trustees,
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That is why I am asking you
to take action. If you are
able, please consider donat-
ing or volunteering with us.
Only together can we meet
this growing need and ensure
that no one in Aylesbury is
left without help.

James, CEO for AHAG with Deputy
Mayor Sherrlyn Bateman at Live
in the Park, Vale Park, Aylesbury

Fiorella, and wished Amy
every success as she begins
the next stage of her career.

Now, with autumn on the
horizon, our focus shifts to
the colder weather and its
impact on those who are
rough sleeping. Please watch
for appeals for clothing or
emergency items in the
weeks ahead.

§ Graham at Pride
—=% on Stage, Water-
side Theatre
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Case Spotlight

Kay contacted AHAG when she
had been living with the stress
of an abusive neighbour for
some time and the impact on
her health was becoming too
much.

Kay had been targeted by her
neighbour who repeatedly
damaged her car, was abusive
behaviour towards visitors and
issued cruel taunts when her
dog died.

The abuse was reported to the
police and her housing associ-
ation but despite the evidence
of two convictions and another
pending, no action was taken.

Kay attended our legal clinic

with Hillingdon Law Centre who
wrote her housing association
highlighting the impact of the
harassment and that they had
a duty to safeguard their resi-
dents.

Graham advised Kay that she
could register as homeless with
Bucks Council as it was unrea-
sonable to expect her to contin-
ue to live with this level of
abuse, he then supported her
to register with Bucks Home
Choice.

Tim, Mental Health Support
worker for AHAG met with Kay
to assess the impact the har-
assment was having on her.

His report was submitted with
the letter.

With our interventions, Kay
has now moved to a safer
home.
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The identity of our clients has been
changed to respect their privacy.

In the first 6 months of 2025, your donations helped to provide:

395 households with free housing advice
46 people with ongoing tenancy support

113 people with homeless prevention support

Thank-you! By scanning this code,

you can change lives.

When grief touches our work

This space is usually reserved
to introduce one of our team
members. In this edition,
though, we wanted to pause
and talk about something close
to our hearts: the loss we feel
when someone we support
passes away.

Grief is something we all en-
counter in our personal lives,
and we expect it to follow cer-
tain stages. In our work, grief
feels a little different. The emo-
tions are just as real, but we
often need to find a way to car-
ry them while continuing to be
there for others.
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Recently, within just a few
days, two people we were sup-
porting died. One of them we
had known for many years,
walking with them on their
journey from sleeping rough to
finding the security of a home.
Losses like these are deeply felt
by all of us.

As a small team, we lean on
one another, sometimes that
means giving a colleague time
to step back, other times simp-
ly offering space to reflect.

We're also grateful for the sup-
port of Tim, our mental health
worker, who helps us process
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these experiences with care.
It's natural to question
whether we did enough, but
these moments also remind
us of the dignity and value in
the support we gave.

Case reviews with partner
agencies help us learn, but
what stays with us most is
the privilege of having known
each person.

While our grief is real, we are
mindful that families and
friends bear the heaviest loss,
and our thoughts remain with
them.
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